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with a leveling bar, or with good old fashion rakes. After
leveling, finish drag (screen or mat drag) the infield and then
water again. The infield should now be ready for safe play.

The second way to top dress and incorporate infield
conditioners involves tilling the infield conditioner into the
infield arc, followed by the previously detailed top-dressing.
Before applying the layer of infield conditioner to be incorpo-
rated, lightly water the infield. Some groundskeepers/coaches
will nail drag or roto-till the infield before placing the condi-
tioner to re-mix or re-level the infield mix (dirt portion of the
infield that is made up of a combination of sand, silt, and
clay). Be advised tilling the infield too deep, or overworking it
with a nail drag, will make it much harder to apply the
conditioner because the skinned area will be too loose. If you
have overworked the infield or tilled it too deep, it is going to
take more time and effort to get it level and compacted. After
prepping, apply % inch to 1 inch of infield conditioner to the
skinned area as evenly as possible. This can be done by one of
the afore mentioned methods in the top-dressing process.
The depth of conditioner will depend on how deep you
roto-till or nail drag the infield. For example if you were
applying Diamond Pro’s Red Infield Conditioner @, it
recommends the application of a ¥4 inch of conditioner per
inch of infield dirt that is tilled or worked. Therefore, if you

Skinned Infield Tips

were going to roto-till 2 inches deep, you would apply ¥z inch
of conditioner. After you place the conditioner, roto-till or nail
drag the infield to incorporate the conditioner with the
existing infield mix. Level it with either with a box blade, a flat
board (example: nail drag turned over on its flat side), or with
good leveling rakes. At this point you should have a fairly
loose surface that needs to be compacted and leveled. Either
rent a small roller or use some compacting/leveling device or
machine to compact and level the infield to your or your
player’s preferences. Some groundskeepers/coaches prefer a
fast, firm surface, while others prefer a bit slower, looser
playing surface. Ideally, your players should be able to play on
the infield without slipping and or cutting, thus creating ruts
or sliding and creating deep holes. The real test of course, is
when a ball is thrown or hit; the infield should provide a true
and even hop or roll. Bad hops are players, coaches, and
groundskeepers’ nightmare. After compacting and leveling
the infield, apply a top-dressing application as previously
mentioned for a smooth, finished playing surface.

To summarize, be sure to find good, clean, quality materials
for both your infield mix and infield conditioner(s). Don't be
afraid to experiment and make mistakes, but ask questions
along the way. Remember groundskeeping is an art, not a
science. Play ball on a safe infield!

Things to remember

Infield conditioners will simplify your infield maintenance. After playing a game or practicing on the infield, screen drag
the infield level, always remove the bases in order to NOT create any low or high areas. When dragging stay at least 1 foot
from the edge of the grass in order to NOT create build-up on the edge, also known as lips. Water the skinned area, this
allows the infield to retain some moisture, thus improving the workability and playability. Keep your dirt underneath your
top layer moist and do not allow it to dry out, crack and become too hard. If your infield is getting to firm, use water and /
or a nail drag to loosen up the playing surface. Nail dragging should be done at least once a week, sometimes more,

depending on the weather and condition of your infield.
«  Buy quality clay, infield mix, and infield conditioners

«  90% of the game is played on the infield dirt

. 7 of the 10 (includes the batter, does not include 3 potential base runners) players, play on the skinned area

. Moisture / Water!
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